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therein.1 Thus the German and Austrian armies, which
had captured the grain centre of Kharkov on April 8, were
drawn even further eastward and by May had penetrated
willy-nilly into South-eastern Russia.

In Kiev the Rada existed in a welter of ineptitude.
" The difficulty in the Ukraine is simply that the Central
Rada has only our rifles behind it", admitted Hoffmann
frankly. " The moment we withdraw our troops their
authority will collapse at once." 2 The separatist move-
ment had no roots in the country, and the people as a
whole were completely indifferent to national self-deter-
mination ; this had been thrust upon them by a group of
political dreamers whose power derived from the presence of
German bayonets.

But despite the ramshackle nature of their puppet
creation, the Central Powers proceeded to conclude further
agreements with it. The Rada was as anxious as they were
to lay its hands on the hidden grain, which, they claimed,
the peasants had taken unlawfully from the Government
storehouses, and which it was now proposed to requisition
with the help of German and Austrian arms. The German
military command cared little whence the grain came
so long as it was produced and eventually found its way
to Berlin, Vienna, and Budapest; and in this amicable
spirit an agreement was finally reached on April 9 for the
furnishing of sixty million poods3 of bread cereals, fodder
grain, podded grain, and oil seeds between April and
July.4

The unwelcome task of executing this agreement was
entrusted to Eichhorn's Chief of Staff, General Wilhelm
Groner, who had been brought specially from the West
because of his brilliant record as Chief of the Transport
Section of the General Staff in the first year of the war,

1 Ludendorff, ii. 622.                                 2 Hoffmann, i. 209.

a 1 pood=36 English pounds.

4 Texts of the Ukrainian "Peace", p. 143.